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Aims for today 

• To discuss NICEC’s 
genesis, aims, structure 
and activities 

• To examine some of its 
work, especially its 
current activities 

• To consider more 
broadly the role of 
intellectual 
collaboration in today’s 
CG context 



But first: your perceptions  

• What perceptions have 
you gained about the 
role of theory and 
debate in practice? 

• What enables such 
debate? 

• What hinders it? 

• What makes theory and 
debate important? 



 
 
 
 

An anecdote:  
becoming a fellow and  

my first meeting! 



What might this have told you? 

• Importance of networks 

• Collaboration 
strengthens 

• The same aim but by 
different routes 

• Recognising your 
contribution 

• A chance to give back 
and maybe even 
influence 



NICEC: some facts 

• National Institute of 
Career Education and 
Counselling 

• Founded in 1975 

• Fellows and members 

• Some very influential 
fellows: 

• Ruth Hawthorn; Jenny 
Kidd; Bill Law; Tony Watts; 
Allsiter MacGowan 

• NB links with CDI 



Its aims and mission 

• The National Institute for Career Education and Counselling (NICEC) was 
originally founded as a research institute in 1975. It now plays the role of a 
learned society for reflective practitioners in the broad field of career 
education, career guidance/counselling and career development. This 
includes individuals whose primary role relates to research, policy, 
consultancy, scholarship, service delivery or management. NICEC seeks to 
foster dialogue and innovation between these areas through events, 
networking, publications and projects. 
 

• NICEC is distinctive as a boundary-crossing network devoted to career 
education and counselling in education, in the workplace, and in the wider 
community. It seeks to integrate theory and practice in career 
development, stimulate intellectual diversity and encourage 
transdisciplinary dialogue. Through these activities, NICEC aims to develop 
research, inform policy and enhance service delivery. 
 



Events 

• Seminars and network 
meetings 

• Some topics:  
– Do primary school 

children’s career 
aspirations matter? 

– Psychodynamic 
perspectives on career 
development 

– How adults make career 
decisions (published by 
DBIS) 

• Sharing of happenings! 



Research 

• NICEC journal 

• Individual Fellow’s work 

• Evidence-based 

• Rooted in practice 

• Policy and practice 
reviews 

• Think pieces 

• Links 



Policy review and impact 

• Options for the Future 
of Careers Work in 
Schools (in England) 

• Provision of careers 
education  

• Consultation with 
government (esp. with 
election looming) 

• ‘New’ careers service 
for schools in England 



How about you? 

• Imagine NICEC asked you 
as students and 
practitioners of CG to 
develop some article 
ideas 

• What would they be? 
• Think of: 
• Topic 
• Type of work, e.g. 

research, think pieces, 
reflections etc. 

• Likely content 



Some concluding thoughts 

• Theory is practice; 
practice is theory 

• CG’s intellectual rigour 
and debate is key 

• Collaboration and 
sharing of ideas, 
research and passion 
are also crucial 

• Keep using NICEC? 


